‘HONGKONG, SUNDAY, Sri 0A 


OTAL LOSS OP. THE STEAMER: 
“DOUGLAS”? 


During. the last two. days) vations, atid: 


At. 4’a.o1. work was stopped, but at daylight, 
Som, the: Xwangtung-was moved .in’as. loge 
to-tho wreck sis was consistent with safety, and 
worls was resumed. JAt 6, the S.S. Bombay’): 
loft for Swatow. Ata little after 8 a.m, boats 


Tmninons whispers have best current among 


.. tho shippipg portion of tho community: re- 


specting; some accident to the . well-known |, 
and favourite coast steainer. Douglas, but. of }'to 


what, nature no one séomed. to ibe aware, 
These reports became ‘moro’ frequently. re- 
: peated. when it was found that the Kiang. 
tun, which was overdue, did not arrive, and 


’ the worst was feared, and they wero unfor- 


‘tunately verified this morning by the arrival 


p.m.;. however, wo bad” sucegeded 
taking from, tho wreok and ‘ ‘conveyins 
board ‘the Kwanstung, 89° boxes of! treasure’ 
and. 49 chests of opium besides’ a few pick. 
ages of general ontgo, Chinese divers and two 
Malays from the Kwangtung did the work. 80, 
f The tide was now ao high, and .divera ‘ad 
exhausted; that it was decided to give all hands 
nee $0, pracure some.rest. and food, .and ar- 


7 fithoma; Qnd-east, 7 fathoms: 3rd-east, 7 fax 
thoms; 4th cast, 24 foot (Gangway) s:Sthidaat, - 
}8,feot. (engine room-and skylight) ; 6th-.cast;. 
5. foct ; 7th. cast,.:27 feet; -8th-cast, .19 feet, 
Starboard Side, ~Under the atern' 23 feet; Ina 


cast, 6 fathoma ; 3rd cast, 4 fathonis ;: Eh oi 
15 -feet-(gangway); 5th cast, 15 feet 0, 
_ and‘akylight) th cast,-15°fcot; 7th ost, 


3. In the ymeant 
the crews-of:Douglar’ and | Kwangtung 


0: io. aWove ‘Steamer, and wo hiva’ with: 


ments were then made to resume work | 
“on the night ebb, — Moved Xwangtuny to a etle| 


much regret now -to, give the detiils of the 


. Aweintung'e operations at the wreck of the 


Douglas, during four days, which have been 


Kindly.placed at. our disposal’ by. Captain 


» Pitman, 


Tho Dongles left this port-on Sunday; the 


“«°28th ult, for her’ usual trip to thé Const 
‘Ports, having a ‘largo genéral cargo, and 
. $450,000. in tréasuro. 


te She arrived at 
Swatow in dud course; and left” on the: 
iftérnoon’ of, Monday, ‘the 29th, left. for 


-Ainoy:——l-—ayipears—to—hare 

until about a; quarter past. eight. that 
night, the vessel being 35 miles. from Swa- 
tow, when she striick heavily on. tho Dioyu 
Rovk in. tho Natnoa Straits. The cause of 
the veasol’s striking is at present not ‘stated, 
but report hag it that the night: being. dark 
cand, misty Captain Toppin, with bis nen 
care, Was afraid the envrents would carry. the 
-vesacl inshore, and, he, therefore, had her 
course altered to a. more distant one from 


tho land, and with tho result wo:haye now to 


. spresence of the latter yoase 


Fecord. It, is useless to specutate’.on the 
fauses that leil.to tho unfortunate diaster, ag 
‘doubtless Captain Toppin will bo ablo. to 
fally.explain. thon when the tine comes for 
tho nsual official enquiry. 7 


“The 8&8. Kwangtung left Amoy for Sw.tow. 
440 p.m., on ‘neaday, April 80:h,- wind 

ty with cloudy—weather;--1139. p,in., 

passed Bull Island, and hauled -in’ towards 
. Namon Straits... -~, ‘es 
.. May Ist-(Wednesday) ‘at. a little after mid. 
night passed Chun Ifoad (North about 1 
miléa); redueo.t the speed to? Knots; 0-45 am, 
made ont signals of. distress to the $.3.W. of 
us; steered in ‘that: direction, cleared: away, 
, and manned all boats; and in a short time name 
up with tho 8.3. Douglas, Sent the chief officer 
awry i gig, Who retinol with tho inform 
tion that the Dobglas was on the Dioyn Reef, 
nuk nearly full- of. water, Tilia . rest of the 
Kwangteng's boata were immediately” sent 
away with the 2nd and Sed officer, and cltiv€ 
and 2nd engincors in charge, with as inany non 
aa coukt be spared.’ In tho meqntime, the 
Kuwangtung was anchorod as near'thd Reet:as. 
fas prudent; and: Quptain Toppin cama on 
board. From bin’ I learnt that -his steamer’ 
“yanupon the Dioyn Reef at about 8 p.m- of tho 
29th, that be hadteneceaded in’: landing-all his 
native passongers by tlic“ship's bonts, during 
that same night and the following day, (a work 
af great difficulty and danger, when the die- 
“tance: from, Iand- is ‘considered,. nbout 5 
miles* from the nearest point,). and. that 
he. had a large qnantity. of treasure 
-o1 board, He also informed me that be had 
dispafched ix boat to Swatow with’ the re ws, 
had chartered'a junk to remain-by him for two 


* days, and tad received a promisé of protection 


from*a Mandarin junk which cane alongside 
von the 30th; fe ae oa 
As usual in suh cases, ‘and ‘in spite of tho, 


for which tho na- 


| tives seomeéd’ Eo care nothing stall, the people, 


. that thoy were kept dur of. tho. veael: 
_-Steamshin . Bi ived” 


on board the Deuglas had had the yreatest dif- 

‘ ficulty in preventing the natives from swiirm- 
ing on. board, and it-was-only by repeated dis 
“aharges of musketry and doses of canintey’ 
@ 

k ombay.“_ar : tow 4 
on the vight of the 30th,. and: Captain Poppin 
askod Captain Davies to.remain® by. him fora 
short time, as ho expectedl either the Yesso and 
Kwangtung down. inimedintely...- After oon: _ 
-sulting.with myselt, Captain Toppin decided on 


oe Kwanglung. $f 
this tino the  enapenter 
large. hole, some. 6 Pet Bquire, 
win deekst-Douglis,-wp-lea p 
lur-belongiig te the form a 
and pointed out the poaitiv 
af tho treasure bozes: 


conveyed: on bo 
Dus 


distance. from the Reof.: Ab 6 p.m , Bombay ar 
tived from Swatow hound, Amoy, “bringing 
rovisions,.&. The Amoy “miails. wero trans- 


Before dnsk'a portion of the officers, engineors, 
and crews .were fold off td “guard the. wreck, 
and a set: of: night signala—ngreed’ on: in caso 
of an attack by “Natives, an ovent ‘which. ap- 
poared by no ‘nienns: unlikely, as thoy bad 
been most persistent in‘dngir attontions during | 
‘the entire day,: and could: scarecly be*kept out |. 
of:the wreck, At dark the weather looked a 
little threatening to-tho N.E, an tho boats 
| sent from Swatow with. the native divers left 

g traits,-in_spitosof_theis_prowi 
‘two.remain in-tho vicinity, : . 

"At-8°p.m, the ‘wind: came ont, from N. B,. 
gradually inoreasing,: antil nt midnight it wes 
blowing a frosh.gale, with whigh sea running, 
Fortunatily the Douglas ‘sustatued-ho frither 
“damage, but’ ro communication with her was |; 
possible. Thursday, 2n1 May.: as still | 
blowing bard, With heavy 8 yi 
accompanicd by-torrenta of rain, and. thanier, 
and lightni Got up steam. nnd: moved the'| 
Kwanglung- nearer: to and >to windtyard “of? 
the! wréok. . A-life bont wns-dispatcbed moye 

rovisions sent on buard, nnd the peqple who 

ad been on ‘board daring tho night were ro- 
i lieved, No wark however wits possible, ag. the 
feea was. running high; and. until L a.m, tho 
; upper deck of the Douglas was level with the 
j water from - amidships. to right. aft, At 
| 11.30 boats. werd again despatcbod and work 
renewed; at noon the SS. Kui Shu passéd 
down -ontside Namo; but. did: not: appear 
j to see.the .signats made: to* her; atl pan, 
the: tide ‘was * at its lowest, ‘but.not betow 
the combing of lower hitebways, on necount of 
ithe. strong NB. wind; at 2 po. ib was rising 
rapidly. agi and: we: had’ done. very -litt!e 
except veeciving a few. cleats .of ding, which: 
had flouted Lo the surface, .A-grest del of credit 
ig due to Mr. Yomng, Neer of the Douglay 
who dived Cor-over an houi ant srt an examply 
ip the:crew, so much 60, in fact, that two of the 
Kwihgtung Malaya were induced to make nu 
otter altempt dbout 3 p.m. and by 5‘p.m.reight 
moro: boxes of. treasura werd booked on and 
rantety= z ‘ace, —B i 
the tide was” well up atid heavy sens breaking |. 
entirely over-tho after part of tho Douglas's 
tlecka, each sen t3.ib strack her usaking. her | 
vibrate considerably, but apparently not moviag 
9 ing ber in the. lea By 6 p.m. the | 
trensnre and opium saved during. tho” kad 
beon : safely “transferred: to the Kwangting, a 
work of considerable difficulty and dangeron 
account of the hoavy sea whigh was still ronnin 
Captain Toppin and .myselé “thon - soundad 
round -the Douglas, and the farmer seemed tobe 
of opinion that sho had “been set farther on to 
the Reef since sho first struck, as the’soundings 
outside were considerably Ics3. 

At half flood wo found ‘on atarboard ‘side no 
average ‘depth of 18 feet from the gangway 
right forward, and abont.n couplo ‘of feet move 
ton the port side, but the Reaf slopes down sud. 
denly “to the. Northward and Westward. 
Judging by. tho soundings, by the comput: 
tively fetle: motion thera’ was of any time, 
and the rapid rise and fall of water'in the ship, 
Captain Loppin and. myself-agreed—that-there 
seémed very little Fope’ of her coming off 


Reef again; she seents to liy ona bed of ‘rough, | — 


unefen rock, bub without divers it was jmpos- 
sible to form.a correct. idea of the damage she 
bas eustained: Atdusk arrangeaients were made 
for the chief. officer, thivd eugincer, and Malays 
of the-Douglas to remain by ber all night; aset. 


of signals was agreed on, and precautions taken}. 
i 


13 hoaa left of board the wreck: 
casa of an emergency arisi rhe t pr 
a very qniet one, ‘and had divers beer pro. 
cuirablo much good: might bave been done on 
the, eobtide. : ee 


rf 
the 


d_|-one, ‘And 6 mora: boxea-of: tronsiira were 


-Spains- 


engaged .in “transfering to Intter: vessel somo. 
ages .of general cargo“ that had beon* 


réeooversd tho day - belgra, an 
docks'of the 4 
ed them, an 
the passagea.o} 


d in glearing. the 
piles ‘of rabbish which -encumbe 
in, throwing overbourd some of 


erred to her, and she procéeded on her voyage. |.about, in the 


was alniost unbearable, “At 2-p.m. the tide wag 
falling rapidly and at3 the Onipentots wergablo ., 
to work at thy Cabin decks, and extended: the » - 
holé some 15 feet, thus enabling thé Divera ‘to’: 
workamore'frecly. ‘Thera were 4 volunteers from 
the. Dwarf and a‘tor..ax rather” protracted” 
search “they hooked dn. 5: beres™ of :treasnr 
Sotne few «mora ‘packages © of. “dengs.. and 
sundries wero: also brought to ‘tho-sarfiee, 

5 ‘p.m, janks-and divers. that’ left on 


it wag to jate ‘to. recover angtbing™: more that 
night.’ Night ,watclies’ were sot, and :tha 
minder ‘of crews aud -oficars > went on. boar: 


the Kwangtuhg: “ : : 
_ Saturday, May Athy at’ a.m, boats wer 
manned and sent acisi to the Douglas; and work: 
was resumed,’ ‘Lhe tide “was -fortanately: Jow s 
ni 
and aafely@ronght to the surface; at.6 am, 
tlie native divers-came-alongside and’ 2 iors . 
boxes wore recovered, thuy miking’ a total of 
110.ont of LLL. that-were on board the'Dauglas, : a 


t 7.30, ‘boats. 
for. Swatow, ”, 


. Dwarf. Captain Bnx-and his oficers were most 


kind and Sttontive, and anxious to fonder every“ 
-assistange -that they-conk)—At-the atqiteat- oF + 
myself aut: Oiptain’ ‘Poppin, Captain: -Bax 
kindly: gave-ua. his‘opinion 13 to the -stuto of 
the Dougids, and the pfobubilitics wf: savidy 
her, and. tho following was bis reply d~! i 
“fAG your request I -have = examined ‘the 
steamer Douglas,. and. -enqitired.” info. the 
way she sank dfter str tha Digya. 
Rock,, and ‘am: of ‘opinion. that,.. fromthe © | 
rapidify of flling’and the-way 6! ater-floses .* - 


in anid out, there musth tie 
ber bottom, too largd to admit of “bor being: 
got off, except by oleariny everything ‘ovt.and, 
Roating cher by -other vessels ‘alongside; and’: 
even this-plan might mot raudceed,: as “tho 
placo: is very open.t» the saa for. work of that 
sorf. I€ it dilsucccal, the.cost would probs: 
bly be more than tho valno of the vessel ;Inm, 
therefore, of opinign; that there is very litle 
hope to save the ‘veasel. -£ spnrposo remaining 


vy. 
dt 


hero some days to protect the:proparty, until . 


I bear how it-is to: be disposed of. T-shall en 
devour Lo save anything of value belouging te 
hero? the cargo.” n ‘ 


——— 


> LATE TELEGRAMS. 557 
REUTERS TULAGRAMS, a 
SuPPiteD To Ime “Datux Press 
ae roe Sud Stay 
Tho* Frendh. Government. lias “rosolyad | : 
brvaign. Bazaine before a Court’ martial, and 
an analogous decisiunis imminent, with rete 
enco to General Wimpffen.. Per nee Cee 


Prineo. Charlie Cremoing ts” appointed-"a ' 


“Itis rumoured t 


‘Don Qarlo’ has eaterad *.." 


sf critbettacatsig 278 Bombay, 3¢] May. 
A tervifio Oyclone took place at Madras.on 
the let instant. -- .- ee at Be 


itso tt an Loxvon, 3d “May, 1872, 2.3. 

¢ Conant “Armim has qssurad’ Sf. Thiera of tha: 

gooljntentior of Germany towards Franeg, 

>. My Harcourt is the uew Fronch “Ambassador 

to Dondéa eT a oie 
M.: Boujgoin ie. Ambassaior to the Vatioan.” 


=--Mongkong, ‘tth May, 1 ‘ 
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